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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with tiie correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- tf the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered t'mely. 

• tf NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communicatidn(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)13 This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomrial matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 2 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 1^ Claim(s) 2 is/are rejected. 

Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim{s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: 3)0 accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawlng(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the con-ection is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9 

12) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a dalm for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (0- 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) 13 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) Q Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) CH Information Disclosure Statement{s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) n Interview Summary {PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) n Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 
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DETAILED ACnON 

Applicant filed papers on 07 May 2004 including revised specification, claim and 
abstract. Wliile tke specification and abstract were merely retyped witk greater spacing between 
lines, tke claim was ckanged. It appears tkat tke new claim was to replace tke existing claim. As 
sucn. It sno kave been numbered as claim 2 witk claim 1 indicated as being cancelled. In 
applicant's response to tkis office action, applicant skoiild list tke claims witk tkeir status 
identifiers and clearly indicate tkat claim 1 is cancelled. Tke claims kave been treated as suck for 
tkis office action. Applicant is encouraged to contact tke Examiner prior to submission of any 
amendments suck tkat tke proper procedures for submitting amendments can be discussed. 

Tke ntimbering of claims is not in accordance witk 37 CFR 1.126 wkick requires tke 
original ntimbering of tke claims to be preserved tkrougkout tke prosecution. Wken claims are 
canceled, tke remaining claims must not be rentmibered. new claims are presented, tkey 

must be numbered consecutively beginning witk tke nimiber next following tke kigkest numbered 
claims previously presented (wketker entered or not). 

Tke imnimibered new claim keen renumbered as claim 2- Claim 1, tke original claim, 
kas been treated as cancelled. 
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claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
Tke following is a quotation of tke second paragrapk of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

Tk e specification skall concluJe witk one or more claims particularly pointing out anJ distinctly claiming tke 
sukject matter wkick tke appkcant regards as kis invention. 

claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragrapk, as Leing indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim tke subject matter wLick applicant regards as tke 
invention, 

Tke claim is improper as it must ke in one sentence form only. Note tke format of tke 
claims in tke patents cited (see tke Akkott patents for example). Also, in tke last line of tke 
claim, use of "materials wood, plastic, or metal" appears grammatically incorrect. 

claim Rejections - 33 use §102 

Tke following is a quotation of tke appropriate paragrapks of 35 U.S.C. 102 tkat form 
tke kasis for tke rejections under tkis section made in tkis Office action: 

A person skall ke entitled to a patent unless — 

tke invention was patented or descriLed in a printed publication in tkis or a foreign country or in puklic use or on 
sale in tkis country, more tkan one year prior to tke date ol application for patent in tke United States. 

claim 2 is rejected vmder 35 U.S.C. 102 (k) as keing anticipated ky Renz (US patent 

2,524,475). 
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Rem discloses tke invention as is claimed. Renz discloses a multi-function tool (fig-l) 
tkat can he made of a single piece of metal and includes a two sided Lase (7) xvitk eack side kaving 
a multitude of notckes (10). Tke tase also kas a semicircular cutouts (fig. 2 near tke rigkt end at 
tke notckes) wkick would conform to rollers, at least as far as defined. 

Note tkat wkile Renz discloses kis tool for mixing paint, opening lids, or scraping, it could 
also ke used for Lnaskes or rollers as claimed. Notking would prevent suck use. Tke intended use 
of tke device does not act to distinguisk it from otker structure. 

claim Rejections - 3S USC § 103 

Tke following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) wkick forms tke tasis for all 
obviousness rejections set fortk in tkis Office action: 

(a) A patent may not Le ottaineJ tkougk tke invention is not identically JiscloseJ or JescrikeJ as set fortk in 
section 102 of tkis title, if tke Jifferences ketween tke sukject matter sougkt to ke patented and tke prior art are 
suck tkat tke sukject matter as a wkole would kave keen okvious at tke time tke invention was made to a person 
kaving ordinary skill in tke art to wkick said sukject matter pertains. Patentakikty skall not ke negatived ky tke 
manner in wkick tke invention was made. 

claim 2 is rejected imder 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as Leing impatentaLle over D'Astous (US 
patent D457,793) in view of Renz (US patent 2,524,475). 

Tke patent to D'Astous discloses a paint mixing paddle (fig. 2) including numerous 
semicircular cutouts. Note tkat wkile D'Astous discloses kis tool for mixing paint, it could also 
Le used for cleaning Lruskes or rollers as claimed. Notking would prevent suck use. Tke 
intended use of tke device does not act to distinguisk it from otker equivalent structure. 
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Tke patent to Renz discloses all of tke atove recited suLject matter, including a metal 
paddle kaving corrugation (10) to aid in gripping of tke paddle. 

It would kave teen oLvious to one of skill in tke art to provide tke paddle of D'Astous 
witk corrugations, as clearly disclosed Ly Renz, to enkance gripping of tke paddle. It also would 
kave teen okvious to one of skill in tke art to make tke paddle of metal, as clearly suggested ty 
Renz, to provide a duratle paddle. 

Conclusion 

Tke prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning tkis communication or earlier communications from tke 
examiner skould te directed to Gary K Grakam wkose telepkone ntmiter is 571-272-1274. Tk< 
examiner can normally te reacked on Tuesday to Friday (6:30-4:00). 
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If attempts to reack tke examiner Ly telephone are unsuccessful, tke examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Warden can he readied on 571-272-1281. Tke fax pkone niomker for tke 
organization wkere tkis application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306, 

Information regarding tke status of an appkcation may te oktained from tke Patent 
Appkcation Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for puklisked applications 
may ke oktained from eitker Private PAIR or Puklic PAIR. Status information for impuklisked 
applications is availakle tkrougk Private PAIR only. For more information akout tke PAIR 
system, see kttp;//pair-direct. uspto.gov. Skoiild you kave questions on access to tke Private PAIR 
system, contact tke Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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